An aneurism was found proceeding from the inferior portion of the arch of the aorta descending towards the base of the heart, its parietes firmly adherent to the origin of the aorta, pulmonary artery, and right auricle, beneath the appendix of which there was a small opening communicating with the cavity of the pericardium. The effusion of blood must, in the first instance, have been gradual, as the fibrine was almost in a state of purity, presenting all the characters of that so frequently found after death in tlie cavity of the heart; the effusion of fibrine was pretty equable, about one-eighth of an inch in thickness, uniting the surfaces rather firmly, except where the clot of blood was interposed, the sudden effusion of which was probably the immediate cause of death. The aorta was considerably dilated betwixt the seat of the aneurism and the heart; its coats were thickly studded with bony deposits, as also the arteries of the body generally; heart was enlarged, weighing 17 ounces.
Abdomen.?Liver ; hepatic congestion ; gall-bladder contained mucus void of colour, and a number of gall-stones, one of which was firmly impacted in its neck, so as totally to upper lobe of left and lower lobe of right in one. Congestion combined with pneumonia in seven cases; bronchitis in 15; emphysema in three ; tubercles and small tuberculous cavities in five. In one instance, the diseased lung was nearly three times the weight of the other, the one being 15 ounces, the other 43 ounces in weight.
There was pericarditis in one case. The heart was above the average weight in 20 cases, and below it in nine.
The abdominal organs were above the average weight in 10 instances, below it in 15 ; there were schirrous tumours in one ; gall-stones, one ; disease of uterus in three. In most of the cases of enlargement of the abdominal viscera, there was also enlargement of the heart. To this there were some exceptions. In one case it was combined with hemiplegia, erysipelas with convulsions in two ; dysphagia in one ; great debility in tw# ; dropsy in two ; fever in one; orthopnoea in two; with rheumatism in one; measles in one ; sudden death in two. Average residence in infirmary 17 days.
